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LETTER FROM 
THE CHAIR
Recap of Annual Thermoset Conference 
in Scottsdale, AZ (March)

“The success of this event is not 
possible without our sponsors, 
speakers and attendees.” 

- Len Nunnery 

Sincerely Yours,  

Len Nunnery, 
SPE Thermoset Division Chair 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

The SPE Thermoset Division is now 
accepting papers for the 2018 
annual Thermoset Conference.  
Please email len@lennunnery.com 
for consideration.

Dear Thermosetters, 

T h a n k y o u t o a l l w h o 
attended the annual SPE 
Thermoset Conference in 
Scottsdale, AZ in March!  The 
success of this event is not 
p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t o u r 
sponsors, speakers and 
attendees.  Special thanks to 
D a l e B r o s i u s , C h i e f 
Commercialization Officer 

f o r t h e I n s t i t u t e f o r 
A d v a n c e d C o m p o s i t e s 
Manufacturing Innovation 
(IACMI), who delivered a 
c o m p e l l i n g K e y n o t e 
discussion.  

I n d i a n a p o l i s h a s b e e n 
chosen as the destination for 
t h e F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 8 
Thermoset Conference.  We 
look forward to announcing 

the dates and the venue 
later this month. We will be 
issuing a formal ‘Call for 
Papers’ once the date has 
been set, but please contact 
me at anytime if you are 
interested in delivering a 
presentation. 

Thank you, once again, for 
your support of the SPE 
Thermoset Division!
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Announcing Titan 
Advanced Composites

THERMOSETTINGS 
Q2 ‘17 

INDUSTRY 
NEWS

On November 1st, 2016 Titan Advanced 
Composites, a new joint venture, was formed 
between Asbury Graphite Mills, and ZePR.  
Titan Advanced Composites, formerly ZeMC2, 
is a manufacturer of truly unique, high 
performance thermoset composite materials 
based out of Gastonia, NC.  Titan is focused 
on product development and design solving 
problems within multiple industries such as 
Aerospace, Pump and Systems, LED, Military, 
Automotive, Energy, and more.  “The new 
company is primed to help solve some of the 
biggest issues facing these industries” says 
Randy Lewis, President of Titan.  Titan’s 
product lines span multiple uses such as 
highly conductive, lubricious, chemically 
resistant, high strength and more.  “We 
welcome all applications where traditional 
materials (plastics, metals and others) are 
failing, and companies are searching for a 
solution.  We thrive on applications where 
people think “there is no way a composite can 
do that”” says Kevin Miller, Global Marketing 
and Sales Manager. 

For further information, visit Titan Advanced 
Composites online.  
www.titanadvancedcomposites.com.   

In Memory

SPE Thermoset Division extends its deepest 
condolences to the fami l ies o f J im 
Cunningham and Ron Adams. 

Jim Cunningham  
Aug. 7, 1929 - May 7, 2017 
South Carolina - Author, retired chemical 
engineer and U.S. Army veteran, Jim will be 
remembered as an active member of the SPE 
Thermoset Division and a true gentleman.  He 
is survived by his wife, Theresa, of 62 years, 
their children and grandchildren.  

Ronald Adams  
April 10, 1955 - March 10, 2017 
South Carolina - Sales and marketing 
professional Ron Adams lost a long and 
valiant battle with cancer in March.  Ron was a 
strong supporter of the SPE Thermoset 
Division during his career with Jushi Glass.  
He is survived by his wife, Glenda, their 
daughters, and his sister.   
 



Mar-Bal, Inc. Embarks on 
$15M Expansion
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“When completed, this new plant will 
be the best fully integrated BMC 
compounding and molding plant in 
the world.” 

- Scott Balogh, President, Mar-Bal, Inc.

Mar-Bal Inc. will move its Ohio production from 
Chagrin Falls to Painesville by the end of the 2017, 
providing more space and allowing the company 
to increase external sales of thermoset 
compounds. The $15 million project includes 
moving into a 110,700-square-foot building that 
will almost double the space that Chagrin Falls-
based Mar-Bal now has for manufacturing. Their 
headquarters and R&D lab will remain in Chagrin 
Falls. 

New compounding lines for bulk molding 
compounds in Painesville will double Mar-Bal's 
annual production capacity companywide, 
President Scott Balogh said. Compounding work 
done at a Mar-Bal plant in Missouri will be moved 
to the Painesville site, which is about 30 miles 
north of the Chagrin Falls location.  

The compounding expansion is part of an overall 
business strategy. "We always had sold some 
material outside of the company, in addition to 
what we use for our own molding, but we had lost 
focus," he said. "This will give us a renewed focus.” 
Global marketing and brands director Ron Poff 
added that Mar-Bal had been asked by several 
customers to do more in compounding.  “There’s 
been a lot of consolidation in our market,” he 
explained. “We can get into competitive situations 
without being seen as a competitor.”

After the compounding expansion is complete, 
Mar-Bal plans to install new injection molding 
machines in Painesville that will increase the firm's 
molding capacity there by 40 percent by the end 
of 2018. An additional round of expansion should 
take place in Painesville within the next five years, 
Balogh said.  

Mar-Bal has added automotive and heating and 
air conditioning markets to its client list in the 
appliance, electrical, industrial and transportation 
sectors, and its sales in all those markets have 
been growing. Its "legacy business" in electrical 
and industrial products is recovering after a down 
period, Balogh said.  

Balogh has said that, when completed, the new 
plant "will be the best fully integrated BMC 
compounding and molding plant in the world.” 
Mar-Bal custom molds thermosets and molds 
proprietary electrical standoff insulators under the 
Glastic and Mar-Bal tradenames. 

Mar-Bal was founded by Scott's father, Jim, in 
1970. Scott Balogh's brother, Steven, serves as 
vice president. The company has manufacturing 
operations in Chagrin Falls; Cuba, Mo.; Dublin, 
Va.and Taizhou, China, with a sales office in 
Shanghai.   

- Source; Plastics News 
- mar-bal.com

http://mar-bal.com
http://mar-bal.com


u New mold design and build 
u Engineering changes, mold repairs and 

complete restorations
u A comprehensive range of mold building and 

repair solutions 
 –  Compression –  Resin transfer (RTM)
 –  Injection –  And others
 –  Reaction injection (RIM)
u The highest standards of precision, quality  

and service

Learn more at www.westools.com today.

7383 Sulier Drive  |  Temperance, MI 48182  |  734.847.2520

WesTool is your one source for:

Where Tomorrow  
Takes Shape.
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(888) 997-5137 
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At Chromaflo Technologies, each colorant and dispersion is a solution to our customer’s most complex 
color and appearance challenges, created by applying the right blend of skill and craftsmanship.  This 
application is a fine-tuned process, involving the development of superior quality formulations which 
result in a final product that is unique, consistent and controlled; a color that gives aesthetic power and 
longevity to our customer’s products.  Commitment to excellence is driven by three core values: quality, 
speed and service.  When the art and science of color is mixed with diverse technical skills and custom 

manufacturing capabilities, the possibilities are endless… This is Where Art Meets Technology. 
 

Discover the Colorful Possibilities at www.chromaflo.com 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 

The SPE Thermoset 
Division is now 
accepting papers for 
the 2018 annual 
Thermoset 
Conference.  Please 
email 
len@lennunnery.co
m for consideration.
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SCOTTDALE, AZ. Networking 
events under blue skies and palm 
trees included golf and a Cubs 
Spring Training game.
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New OptiSprayTM rovings from Owens Corning can change the way you 
think about spray-up processing for demanding material applications.

 Reduced resin consumption
 Specially formulated for flat 

    to complex molds
 Excellent processability
 Improved surface quality
 Great mechanical properties

Tough and Tailored
Based on Advantex® glass fiber, OptiSprayTM Solutions rovings feature 
the electrical and mechanical properties of traditional E-glass with the 
acid corrosion resistance of E-CR glass. OptiSprayTM grade is designed to 
provide optimal performance for spray-up applications where standard 
wet out speed is preferred in complex molds. OptiSprayTM H grade offers 
the added benefit of great lay down in large, flat molds with a consistent 
surface finish. And for operations that require faster wet out in complex 
molds or sharp curvatures, OptiSprayTM F grade is the perfect candidate.

New Possibilities
For applications in the marine, sanitary, swimming pool and 
transportation industries, OptiSprayTM rovings can bring advantages never 
before available in an open end roving. Open the door to innovation 
with the best-in-class performance of OptiSprayTM rovings from the 
world leader in composite solutions.

OWENS CORNING COMPOSITE MATERIALS, LLC
ONE OWENS CORNING PARKWAY
TOLEDO, OHIO, USA 43659

1-800-GET-PINK™

www.owenscorning.com
September 2012. THE PINK PANTHER™

and ©1964–2012 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc.
All Rights Reserved. The color PINK is a registered trademark of
Owens Corning. ©2012 Owens Corning. All Rights Reserved.

To learn more about OptiSpray™ Solutions, 
visit http://composites.owenscorning.com

 OptiSpray™
 

 Rovings
Spray Up Just Took a Step Up

OptiSpray Ad3.indd   1 9/4/12   10:51 AM

Omya Inc.  |  9987 Carver Road, Suite 300  |  Cincinnati OH 45242
United States  |  www.omya.com

Calcium carbonate benefi ts: 
high loadings 
class A surface fi nish 
cost reduction 

Omya in Thermosets

Proudly Representing

Omya offers a broad portfolio of cal-

cium carbonate and distribution pro-

ducts together with extensive tech-

nical support – worldwide. With our 

distribution network integrated with 

our mineral business we are able to 

offer a "one stop shop" facility, pro-

viding sustainable solutions for all of 

our customers applications. 
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