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Polymer Analysis Division Polymer Analysis Division   
Society of Plastics EngineersSociety of Plastics Engineers  

Chairman’s Message 
 

Hello Fellow PAD Members 

I hope that the summer season is starting out well for all of you. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with those in Texas and anywhere else that 
have been affected by the heavy spring rains. We hope you will be 
able to get your lives back to some sense of normalcy in a short 
time. 

It’s already been a couple of months since the ANTEC meeting in 
Orlando. The PAD Division had a successful technical program, 
with 20 presentations, including a couple of excellent keynote 
speakers. We had a couple of talks that were attended by over 60 
people each, and, on average, had a respectable 25 or so attendees 
for each talk. Neil Doll, from the Polymer Engineering Center at the 
University of Wisconsin – Madison, was awarded the Best Paper by 
the Best Paper committee. Congratulations to Neil and to all the pre-
senters on a job well done. We sincerely appreciate your efforts. 

No sooner than we look back for the last time at ANTEC 2015, we 
must start looking ahead to ANTEC 2016 in the centrally located 
city of Indianapolis. The dates are May 23-25, which is the usual 
time for ANTEC, not like the March dates when we collocate with 
NPE. A notice will be coming out in the near future about the Call 
for Papers. Please consider writing a paper and presenting for PAD 
at ANTEC 2016. 

It is a ways off, but we typically install new officers at ANTEC. At 
our last Board meeting, which was held at ANTEC 2015, I was glad 
to offer Joel Lischefski the Chairman’s position of PAD, effective 
May, 2016, and Joel graciously accepted. Joel has become one of 
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Board of Directors  

 

Gregory Kamykowski Chair TA Instruments gkamykowski@tainstruments.com 

Feina Cao Treasurer  caofeina@hotmail.com 

Sanjiv Bhatt Past Chair Enetgris sanjiv_bhatt@entegris.com 

Kevin Menard 
Communication 
Chair PerkinElmer LSAS kevin.menard@perkinelmer.com 

Vassilios Galiatsatos Award Chair 
LyondellBasell Indus-
tries 

vassilios.galiatsatos 
@equistarchem.com 

Joel Lischefski  TPC Teel Plastics jlischefski@teel.com  

Changdend Liu 
Newspaper Asst. 
Editor  

Ethicon Inc. (Johnson 
& Johnson) cliu26@its.jnj.com 

Ida Chen TPC Dow chen2c7ab2@dow.com  

David W. Riley 
Membership 
 Chair Extrusion Engineers drdriley@aol.com 

Alexandria  Niemoeller Member TA Instruments LNiemoeller@tainstruments.com  

 
From the Editors 

 
Starting with this issue, Dr, Changdeng Liu will be my co-editor for the PAD  newsletter.  This 
is his first issue and we will probably be alternating issues for a bit. This will give us more time 

to manage our LinkedIn group and other communication activities.  
 

The PAD Board of Directors can always use willing members. Consider joining us and helping 
the division out. 

 
 

Mint Julep  

Mint                    1 tsp sugar             3 ounces bourbon         ice        1 ounce rum (opt) 

 
Place 5 or 6 leaves of mint in the bottom of a pre-chilled, dry 12-ounce glass or silver 
beaker. Add sugar and crush slightly with a muddler. Pack glass with finely cracked 

ice. Pour a generous 3 ounces of  bourbon over the ice. Stir briskly until the glass 
frosts. Add more ice and stir again before serving. Stick a few sprigs of mint into the 
ice so that the partaker will get the aroma.  An optional addition is to float 1 ounce of 

dark rum on top. 
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Treasurer’s Report	
F. Cao 

BALANCE AS OF 12/31/2014 

  $23,506.97 

    

CREDITS   

SPE Rebate $915.94 

SPE - Philadelphia Section   

TMS Conference   

Award   

Interest $1.62 

ANTEC Keynote sponsors   

Newsletter Adds/Sponsorships $1,000.00 

Total Credits $1,917.56 

    

EXPENSES   

RETEC   

TMS Conference   

Newsletter   

Teleconference Meetings   

Awards $69.70 

ANTEC   

Board Meetings   

Councilor travel   

Bank fees, Postage $0.30 

Web Site   

Total Debits $70.00 

    

  $25,354.53 

BALANCE AS OF 4/30/2015 

Best Paper Award   

Polymer Analysis Division—ANTEC 2015 

Methodology for Quasi-Viscoelastic Simulation of Polymer Gears Made from PEEK 
Using ANSYS.  

Presented by Neil P. Doll 

Polymer Engineering Center, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Congratulations! 
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our most active Board members and is the 
main Technical Program Chair for ANTEC 
2016. We are fortunate to have a person 
like Joel that is willing to assume this re-
sponsibility. Joel will represent PAD well 
in the Chair’s position. 

We are fast approaching the time when peo-
ple start taking vacations with their fami-
lies. If you are taking some time to unwind 
from the pressures of everyday life, I hope 
you come back refreshed and ready to con-
tribute to the plastics industry .  And start 
thinking about a paper for ANTEC 2016. 

All the best, 

Greg Kamykowski 

PAD Chair 2015-2016 

  

(Continued from page 1) 
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ANTEC 2015 Summary 

Joel Lischefski  

ANTEC 2015 went very well for the Polymer Analysis Division this year. Overall we 

had a higher number of paper submissions, presentations, and attendees to our talks 

than we had in 2014.  

The division held 21 total talks over 3 sessions with 3 keynote speakers in the areas 

of Innovative Methods, Morphology and Optical analysis, Rheology and Kinetic Anal-

ysis, and Thermal and Aging analysis. Attendance to the talks was strong with an av-

erage of around 20-25 people per talk. 

Keynote talks were well attended and presented by Steve King, a senior fellow with 

Dow Chemical, William Degroot, a fellow with Dow Chemical, and Mike Sepe, an in-

dependent consultant and regular author of a Polymer Analysis Feature in Plastics 

Technology Magazine. 

Looking forward to ANTEC 2016 we look to build off a successful 2015 meeting and 

continue to improve the value we provide to the members of our division and the 

plastics community as a whole.  

I would ask our members to already begin planting the seeds with their fellow 

coworkers and colleagues to prepare for paper submissions to ANTEC 2016. While 

the paper submission deadline is still many months away, the work that needs to be 

done to produce a successful paper will need to be underway soon, so now is the 

time to promote the conference and encourage those paper submissions for later in 

the year. 

 

Message of ANTEC 2016 

 

 ANTEC 2016 will be held on May 23-25, 2016, at the JW Marriott In-

dianapolis. 

 TPC kickoff meeting is June 18th. 
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ANTEC Council Meeting Minutes  

Sanjiv Bhatt  

In Memoriam: 

A moment of silence was taken to remember these fellow members at the ANTEC 
2015 Council meeting.  

Bret Baumgarten – Active member of the Golden Gate Section and student sponsor 
of the University of CA-Chino  

Patsy Beall – SPE Honorary Member, active in Mold Making and Mold Design Divi-
sion, the Chicago Section, Rotational Molding Division and the Product Design and 
Development Division. 

Pierre Hamel – Past President and Secretary of the Quebec Section  

Alva (Al) Whitney – Distinguished member of SPE since 1955, active in the Palisades
-NJ sections and Vinyl division. As many of you know, Al turned 100 years old on Au-
gust 8th this past year.  

Andrew Yacykewych – Active board member and Education chair of the Palisades-
New Jersey Section.  

 
Report 
 
2014 was again a great year of change for SPE. Investment in the future of SPE con-
tinued as we enhanced our digital resources and appointed Russell Broome as Man-
aging Director of the Society. SPE Staff performed extremely well as we undertook 
more complex tasks and were able to provide better service. As of July 2014, SPE 
staff now operates from a modern and functional office space in Bethel, CT.  SPE’s 
globalization efforts continued with a successful ANTEC in the Middle East (Dubai, 
January 2014) and seminars in China and Singapore. These events strengthened our 
brand globally and contributed to overall SPE revenue.   

The most important digital enhancement of 2014 was the implementation of a new 
SPE website. With our new website, we are finally able to provide current and relevant 
news on plastics technology. In addition, SPE’s Technical Library is now fully searcha-
ble on our website. This resource is truly the most diverse and comprehensive data-
base of new plastics technology in the world. SPE also made its first steps into the mo-
bile-App world. The new website is mobile-responsive and our new Events App allows 
members to store all their conference data in one place. The Plastics Engineering 
magazine is now fully digital and available in a mobile-App version. 

The SPE Foundation made considerable progress with Roger Kipp as Chair and new 
board members such as Bill Carteaux and Sandra McClelland. A new strategic plan for 
the SPE Foundation is being developed, including a digital process for grant and schol-
arship applications. A new plan for the Plastivan™ Education Program is already being 
implemented with three additional instructions to allow the program to educate more 
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students nationwide. The SPE Committees did great work again, and if we have to 
highlight one of them, it would be the NGAB (Next Generation Advisory Board). Run by 
young professionals in the plastics industry, this group has continued to flourish with 
many new activities such as The Plastics Race® and Mission Possible. This group will 
continue to connect the next generation of plastics professionals with current SPE 
members.  With all of that being said, there are still many challenges ahead. As infor-
mation and knowledge increasingly become a free resource and with many new digital 
networking platforms, our ‘old’ business model faces fierce competition.  

The membership dues revenue may continue to decrease and in the future we will 
have to rely on other sources of revenue. A new business model implementation 
seems like the only path forward. Facebook and Linked-In are perhaps business mod-
els we can learn from. Most activity on these platforms is free and their revenue comes 
from advertisements and companies looking for market data. Similarly, SPE is an or-
ganization where the members create or post content and other members have access 
to it. Therefore, The Chain, an on-line collaboration and discussion platform for plastics 
professionals world-wide, is has been launched. Most of the features are accessible for 
free as SPE introduces a new zero-dollar “e-Member” grade. The e-Member will 
have limited member benefits, but they will have access to The Chain as a resource.  

(e-membership Benefits table is on the next page) 
 
Financial Update 

 

I, on behalf of our Division, had asked for a Return of Investment (ROI) on the invest-
ments that we were making as a society.  Following was Wim de Vos’s response. 

Wim explained that ROI is not easy to calculate for certain investments, particularly for 
non-financial reasons to invest. He explained that we cannot calculate WACC 
(Weighted Average Cost of Capital) since we are not a ‘for profit’ organization. Howev-
er, we can estimate ‘paybacks’ for the different projects.  

A. AMS $110K  

Wim explained that it is impossible to do a ROI on this investment.  

Mark Wetzel clarifies that the Avectra System was not brought up to Council as an in-
vestment, but as a system that was broken. The systems needed to be repaired and 
so a ROI should not be needed.  

B. WEB SITE $130K  

Wim explained that traffic increased dramatically and that our bounce rate (a rate that 
measures the number of hits that leave the site after 3 seconds) reduced from 60% to 
30%.  Wim explained that despite the fact that the infrastructure is there to host the 
Group’s web sites, we do not see enough activity. Even those groups that are taking 
advantage of this platform have information that is very static. It cannot be said if the 
web site is attracting or not new members.  
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However, in advertising income, the web site has been a success. We have sold about 
$90K in advertising that we did not have in the old web site. Hosting for S/D is bringing 
about $10K as our Groups will have to pay this money to outsiders to host their web 
sites. Thus, payback for this investment is less than 1.5 years and; therefore, this in-
vestment has been recovered.  

e-membership Benefits  
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C. Conference App $20K  

A lot of Divisions are using it. Groups receive all the financial benefits and no cost be-
cause HQ provides it for free. It also serves to avoid printing costs as the App can be 
updated even the night before the event.  The App provides additional sponsor income 
from banners.  The App also helps avoid expense duplication @S/D TopCons.  This 
product has been paid back in no time  

D. The Chain $30K+  

Project is ongoing. Sales of advertisement started.  Estimated payback ROI < 1 year 

 
Wim de Vos to provide numbers from TopCons by next Council Meeting and a compar-
ison with previous years. 
 
 
SPE is in the BLACK 
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Workshop on  “Governance Structure” was conducted at the ANTEC 
council meeting:  

The meeting was split up in 8 groups to discuss possible answers to the following three 
questions: 

1. What’s the role of governance? 
2. How many people do you need for it? 
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3. What should be the structure?  
After 30 minutes every group presented their results but many complained that time 
was too short. Therefore CEO de Vos announced that the questions will be posted on 
the Chain for further discussion. He also collected the reports of the 8 groups for re-
view by EC.  Update will be provided after the fall council meeting. 
 
BY Law Changes 
 
Many By Laws were changed in the interest of making the society easier to do busi-
ness with and more nimble to member needs.  The Meeting Minutes document con-
taining the by-law changes is available on the chain - http://thechain.4spe.org/home.  If 
you don’t find it – please contact, Sanjiv Bhatt, your councilor at 
bhatt.sanjiv@gmail.com for a copy. 
 
Thank you all for the opportunity to represent Polymer Analysis Division in the SPE 
council. 
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Who Can Help You? 
 

Society of Plastics Engineers 
13 Church Hill Road, Newtown, CT 06470 

Phone: +1 203-775-0471 
www.4spe.org 

 
Academic Outreach   Gail Bristol  + 1 203-740-5447  grbristol@4spe.org 
Annual Awards   Sarah Sullinger  +1 203-740-5422  ssullinger@4spe.org 
ANTEC booth sales   Lauren McCarthy  +1 203-740-5472  lmccarthy@4spe.org 
ANTEC Conference    
 Management   Lauren McCarthy  +1 203-740-5472  lmccarthy@4spe.org 
ANTEC paper submission  Barbara Spain   +1 203-740-5418  bspain@4spe.org 
Book Orders    Bonnie Kaczowski  +1 203-740-5428  bakaczowski@4spe.org 
Change of address   Customer Relations  +1 203-775-0471  membership@4spe.org 
Communications Excellence 
Award      Sarah Sullinger    +1 203-740-5422  ssullinger@4spe.org 
Conference Registration  Lauren McCarthy  +1 203-740-5472  lmccarthy@4spe.org 
Conference Sponsorship  Lauren McCarthy  +1 203-740-5472  lmccarthy@4spe.org 
Corporate Affiliate Program  Gail Bristol   +1 203-740-5447  grbristol@4spe.org 
Corporate Outreach   Gail Bristol   +1 203-740-5477  grbristol@4spe.org 
Dues billing & payments  Customer Relations  +1 203-775-0471  membership@4spe.org 
Employment Advertising     +1 888-491-8833 Ext. 1063 
       customerservice+64639@support.boxwoodtech.com 
 
Fellow & Honored  
Service Nominations    Sarah Sullinger  +1 203-740-5422  ssullinger@4spe.org 
Governance Liaison   Sarah Sullinger  +1 203-740-5422  ssullinger@4spe.org 
Marketing/Membership  Tom Conklin  +1 203-740-5453  tconklin@4spe.org 
Membership processing Customer Relations  +1 203-775-0471  membership@4spe.org 
Membership programs Sue Wojnicki   +1 203-740-5420  swojnicki@4spe.org 
Pinnacle Award   Sarah Sullinger  +1 203-740-5422  ssullinger@4spe.org 
Plastics Engineering  
Magazine advertising   Joseph Tomaszewski  +1 908-514-0776 

 
 

 

Newsletter Edited and Managed by: Changdeng Liu and Kevin Menard 
Layout  in this issue by: Changdeng Liu 

“The PAD Review” is published on-line by the non-profit Polymer Analysis Di-
vision of the Society of Plastics Engineers. For corporate sponsorship rates 
and advertising rates, please contact  the editor. 


