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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR 

  A Brief Look Back Before Forging Ahead 

 

  Dear fellow Medical Plastics Division members: 

 

  With this Medical Plastics Division newsletter we 

  bring an extremely busy 2016 to a close and look 

ahead to 2017.   In addition to our own MiniTec and ANTEC conferences 

in the Spring, many of our members were busy with the K Fair and 

Compamed in the Fall.   

 

Among the highlights we can look forward to are the Medical Plastics 

Conference in Brussels (March 7-8) and of course ANTEC 2017 (May 8-

10) in Anaheim.   At last years’ conferences we saw that Innovation to 

meet the challenges to healthcare was alive and well; the programming 

that is coming together for this years’ conferences also tells us this 

should continue into 2017.  

 

MPD is very fortunate to have dedicated Board Members and this year 

we will be sending you a Ballot to elect MPD Board Members.  This is 

also an invitation to those interested in joining the MPD board to be on 

the Ballot also.  Among our standing agenda items at our meetings was 

to discuss our upcoming Technical Programs, we will continue to share 

ideas to be Plastics Innovators and help disseminate knowledge and 

technology – or said otherwise, to better deliver Value to the 

membership.   We certainly welcome your input on this process and 

encourage you to connect with us. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR (Continued) 

As this brings the year to a close, I won’t miss the opportunity to thank 

all the members, board members, speakers, moderators and panelists 

that helped make it all possible.    Thank you!!! 

 

     Best regards, 

     Pierre Moulinié 
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Harrison Yu James Madenjian Kathy Schacht 

SPE Liaison 

Austin Coffey 

EU Representative 

Why not you? Why not your 

colleague? 

Do you have questions about MPD Membership? 
 

Please email Ed Fewkes 

fewkesej@corning.com 

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD? 
 

Please email Pierre Moulinié 

pierre.moulinie@covestro.com 
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  Seasons Greetings fellow MPD members! Welcome to 

  the 2nd edition of our refreshed newsletter! My most 

  sincere thanks to everyone who has sent me feedback 

  on the new format. I appreciate your efforts to help me 

  improve this communication tool; again please keep 

  the feedback coming my way: lssomlai@yahoo.com 

   

Inside you will find some highlights from the 2016 K-Show and 2016 

Compamed show: both conventions were attended by MPD members 

who sent back some reports to share. For this edition I have also had to 

use a few “stock photos” from some of the shows. It’s tough sometimes to 

get everything done: your work, see the show, think about what might look 

/ sound interesting in the MPD newsletter, and then remember to take 

photos… As someone once said: “memory is the 2nd thing to go… I can’t 

remember the 1st!” 

 

As always: we are interested in getting to know more about you, how we 

can best work together to make the MPD a great SPE division, and to 

maximize the value of membership to  you. To that end: I need your 

feedback to improve the newsletter. I look forward to hearing from you! 

 

     Best regards, 

     Louis Somlai 

GREETINGS FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Newsletter Suggestions? Want to Advertise? 
 

Please email Louis Somlai 

lssomlai@yahoo.com 
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2016 K-SHOW UPDATES – Check out what you missed… 

  K-Show Summary – by Vipul Davé 

 

  K-Show was held in Düsseldorf, Germany, from 

  October 19-26, 2016. Visitor numbers for K2016 

  set a new attendance record of 230,000 and has 

  been recognized as the number one plastics  

  technology exhibition. The attendance was up by 5.5% 

on the previous event in 2013, and most exhibitors described it as the 

most successful K of all time. 

 

A few members of the SPE’s Medical Plastics Division attended the K-

Show.  There were more than 3,000 exhibitors at the show, so my main 

focus was on plastic resin suppliers.  All the prominent resin suppliers for 

the medical industry were exhibiting at the Show namely, Covestro, 

Solvay, BASF, Arkema, Trinseo, Evonik, Trellenborg LRS, Victrex (Invibio), 

Celanese and EMS Grivory. 

 

There were new materials introduced during the Show including 

Celanese’s two Celapex™ high flow PEEK grades to improve molding 

productivity and reduce part costs; and BASF’s high-temperature 

polyamide Ultramid® Endure.  Celanese’s also announced acquisition of 

Italian compounder So.F.Ter Group at the Show.  
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2016 K-SHOW UPDATES – Check out what you missed… 

Willkommen zur Messe Düsseldorf: if you came to K2016 it was most 

likely on the U78 line: these trains were packed at the beginning and end 

of the day (Louis Somlai photo) 

Main Registration Messe Düsseldorf: a view of the main registration 

hall (just past the entry gates; K2016 stock photo) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3urfkvIPRAhUEJCYKHdVLDdcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.piovan.com/en/news/the-piovan-group-at-k2016-growth-investments-product-news-and-industry-40&psig=AFQjCNEM_ByEn39uMg-jx9AvQr2yc6aqSg&ust=1482347386570943


2016 K-SHOW UPDATES – Check out what you missed… 

K-Show Overview: K-show space dedicated to: machinery & equipment 

(blue), raw materials and auxiliaries (green), semi-finished products and 

parts (yellow), “Plastics Shape the Future” exhibit (red), and Science 

Center (purple). Over 1.8MM square feet of exhibit space for plastics. 

A chance encounter at K-Show: (L-R: Vipul Davé, Louis Somlai) Vipul 

and I [unaware each other was at the show] spontaneously meet in the 

middle Hall 5 (there are 19 total halls [completely filled] at K2016!) 9 



COMPAMED 2016 UPDATES – Check out what you missed… 

  Compamed Summary – by Louis Somlai 

 

  Compamed was held in Düsseldorf, Germany, from 

  October 14-17, 2016; it is a trade fair for suppliers and 

  manufacturers of medical technologies. The show 

  featured products for medical pre-production, pre-

  fabricated parts, components, and sub-products for 

medical equipment and processes for “made to order” manufacturing. The 

trade fair was co-located with the Medica show (which focused more on 

good and services for hospitals and hospital staff).  

 

I would classify the combined Compamed-Medica gala as the premier 

European show for the medical device commercialization and 

development space. The show provided visitors a great overview of the 

medical device business and an opportunity to see future trends and 

factors which have been driving recent innovation trends. 

 

This was the 25th year for the Compamed Show. A few key statistics: 

Number of visitors: 18,800 

Number of exhibitors: 779;  

Exhibition space: 11,615 m² (i.e. in excess of 120,000 sq ft of floor space) 

Exhibitors from ~40 countries 

2 Exhibition halls  

2 Forums (High Tech Forum & Suppliers Forum) 

 

I found Compamed to be a valuable use of time. It allowed me to very 

quickly evaluate several potential suppliers in 1 large technology field (in 1 

location at 1 time); it also afforded me opportunities to network and 

consider new trends in the drug delivery technology space. 
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COMPAMED 2016 UPDATES – Check out what you missed… 

Material development for implants – before an implant can be applied, it 

has to pass through many processes; proper materials selection is the 

beginning (Compamed Magazine: Nov 2016: Material Developments for 

Implants) 

Medical device sub-components – one of many examples of small 

medical device sub-components and molded parts available for sale or 

development discussion 11 

http://www.compamed-tradefair.com/cgi-bin/md_compamed/lib/pub/tt.cgi/Visitor_voices_and_impressions_-_a_day_at_COMPAMED.html?oid=55226&lang=2&ticket=g_u_e_s_t&utm_source=21-11-2016-2&utm_medium=Email&utm-content=Mediacenter&utm_campaign=Portalnewsletter-2016


COMPAMED 2016 UPDATES – Check out what you missed… 

Resins for medical devices - Who wouldn’t want a fuchsia colored 

catheter with a mint-colored luer lock? 

Sensors for Implantation – There were a wide range of sensor 

applications on display; this particular example is an implantable 

application for measuring neural activity.  12 



COMPAMED 2016 UPDATES – Check out what you missed… 

Product Categories: Clean Room Equipment, Supplies and Service; 

Components, Parts, Original Equipment Manufacturers; Design, Research 

and Development Service; Electrical and Electronic Components; 

Filtration; Instrumentation; Laboratory Equipment; Manufacturing 

Equipment; Manufacturing Services; Materials, Raw Materials; Materials, 

Semi-finished components; Molding and Extrusion; Packaging; Labelling; 

Printing / Bar Coding; Sterilization; Tubing 

 

Targeted Visitors: Production managers; Engineers and technicians for 

R&D and production departments; Technical procurement managers; 

Packaging specialists; Process engineers; Design engineers; Qualification 

and validation specialists 

 

There were several great examples of wearable sensor technologies that 

could be used to monitor human physiology parameters, electro-neural 

stimulation; techniques to integrate electronics into plastic devices and 

textiles; materials for construction, application, and encapsulation / use 

application. There were several interesting material innovations 

presented. Dow Corning presented an adhesive targeted for wearable 

devices. It is specifically targeted for the patient skin – device interface.  
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BEST OF ANTEC 2016 – Check out what you missed… 

ANTEC2016 SPE MPD BOD Meeting: (L-R: Michael Wallick, Vipul Davé, Ed 

Fewkes, Bob Herman, Pierre Moulinié, Glenn Beall, Maureen Reitman, Louis 

Somlai, Harrison Yu [not pictured Len Czuba, Margie Hanna, and  

Steve McCarthy]) 
14 

MPD Service Award to Glenn Beall: A melancholy token was presented 

to  Glenn Beall on his retirement from the Medial Plastics Division.  Glenn 

has served as a board member and a former division chair over the more 

than 30 years since the group's founding.  In addition to formally saying 

"Goodbye and Farewell Good Friend,"  The MPD donates $1,000 to the 

University of Syracuse Plastics Museum in his name and in memory of 

his wife Patsy Beall, the two who were instrumental in helping to establish 

the Museum. (L-R: Glenn Beall, Michael Wallick) 



BEST OF ANTEC 2016 – Check out what you missed… 

“Fellow of the Society” Award to Steve McCarthy: Awarded for 

outstanding contributions in the field of plastics engineering, science or 

technology. Candidates are sponsored by an SPE Division or Special 

Interest Group and elected by the Fellows Election Committee on the 

basis of their professional record as well as written sponsorships from at 

least two SPE members. Only 319 members have been awarded this 

prestigious title since it was introduced in 1984. (L-R: Dick Cameron 

[outgoing SPE president], Steve McCarthy) 
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SPE Communications Award for Jordan Freedman: Served as 

Newsletter editor for more than 3 years for the MPD (L-R: Jordan 

Freedman, Len Czuba; presented at the New Technology Forum) 



BEST OF ANTEC 2016 UPDATES – Check out what you missed… 

ANTEC Student Poster Session: The MPD was a platinum sponsor 

for this event; it was well attended by students and visitors 

ANTEC Student Awards Luncheon: The student awards luncheon 

was also sponsored by the MPD and was very well attended 
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  Greetings from Ireland!  

 

  I just want to send a gentle reminder to you in relation 

  to Europe’s premier medical plastics event of 2017. 

 

  The European Medical Plastics Conference is  

  scheduled to take place at the Courtyard Marriott hotel 

in Brussels on 7th – 8th March 2017. In addition, there will be a one day 

training event on Monday 6th at this same location. Further details are 

available at http://www.medicalplastics-conference.com/.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS – The European Medical Plastics Conference 
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UPCOMING EVENTS – The European Medical Plastics Conference 
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UPCOMING EVENTS – The European Medical Plastics Conference 
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Day 1 Highlights: http://pne-online-info.com/t/1L5J-4LONE-788ISNTLDF/cr.aspx 

 

Day 2 Highlights: http://pne-online-info.com/t/1L5J-4LVSR-788ISNTLDF/cr.aspx 

 

Now is the time to get your suggested abstracts for presentation 

submitted; it is promising to be a very engaging conference with talks 

addressing the current and future technologies associated with Medical 

Plastics. The theme for the conference is “Converging Technologies into 

the Medical Device Arena – A New Era for Medical Polymers”. 

 

Also, there are some sponsorship packages available (again further 

details on the website), and also attached, you will find these sponsorship 

deals.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Austin 

UPCOMING EVENTS – The European Medical Plastics Conference 

Do you have questions about the EMPC Brussels? 
 

Please email Austin Coffey 

'austin.coffey@gmail.com' 
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UPCOMING EVENTS – ANTEC 2017 
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UPCOMING EVENTS – ANTEC 2017 



UPCOMING EVENTS – ANTEC 2017 
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  Dear Medical Plastics Division Board of Directors and 

  MPD Members, 

 

  I attended a Council meeting recently (07Dec16) held 

  as a conference call. One of the first orders of  

  business was an announcement from President Scott 

Owens that Wim DeVos submitted his intention to leave SPE employment 

at the end of his contract due to expire at ANTEC 2017.  As a result, the 

EC has initiated a search for a new Executive Director.  You may have 

seen the announcement in Plastics News “Breaking news bulletin” on 

Thursday (08Dec16) or on the SPE website.   

 

We have no other information at this time but I will advise if anything 

comes up that should be passed along. 

 

On a personal note, I would like to wish each of you a Blessed, Peaceful 

and Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year’s Day and a 

Prosperous 2017! 

 

Len Czuba - MPD Councilor 

 

COUNCILOR’S REPORT – Len Czuba 
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Do you have questions about the Councilor’s Report? 
 

Please email Len Czuba 

lczuba@czubaenterprises.com 



MEDICAL PLASTICS DIVISION-S.P.E.   

    

Treasurers report as of Dec 21, 2016   

    

    

Balance as of Aug 31, 2016 $22,408.87  

RECENT INCOME    

  

SPE Rebate  $620.00  

  

EXPENSES   

Councillors Expense Payment $1,438.06 

    

Funds available as of August 31, 2016 $21,590.81  

    

UPCOMING EXPENSES   

    

NOTES 

    

Ali Ashter   

Treasurer - MPD   

TREASURER’S REPORT – Ali Ashter 

Do you have questions about the Treasurer Report? 
 

Please email Ali Ashter 

ashter2000@gmail.com 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES – Ben Poon 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES – Continued 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES – Continued 

Do you have questions about BOD Meeting Minutes 
 

Please email Ben Poon 

benjamin_poon@baxter.com 
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2016-2017 CALENDAR – SPE WEBSITE (WWW.4SPE.ORG) 

Newsletter Suggestions? 
lssomlai@yahoo.com 29 


