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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Fellow Medical Plastics Division Members:

I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season

with family and friends. I would like to wish everyone

Happy New Year and Best Wishes for 2019!

I would like to thank the Medical Plastics Board as they are all are very

busy with several activities to make our division stronger. Many initiatives

are underway which have been summarized in this newsletter.

The Medical Plastics Division has partnered with SPE’s Southern

California Section to organize a MiniTec which is going to held on February

4 in Anaheim, CA, before the MD&M show. This is a great opportunity to

learn about Medical Materials and Processing with more than 14

presentations given by industry leaders. Please register for this meeting if

you are attending the MD&M show.

ANTEC 2019 is going to be held in Detroit from March 17-21, and the

Medical Plastics Division Technical Programming Committee has planned

another exciting technical program. There are two sessions with excellent

papers on Monday and we would like to invite everyone to attend the

sessions.
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

We would like to continue the drive to increase membership in the Medical

Plastics Division. Our membership committee has developed a strategy to

engage members with several initiatives to attract new members to our

division. Please reach out to our Membership Committee Chair,

Ravishankar Ayyar, to find out the value we are providing to our members

and to learn more about the division.

Medical Plastics Division will be having our annual elections by online

voting in January, and the candidates on the ballot are complete. I would

like to encourage everyone to vote!

We are always in need of passionate volunteers and members to join our

division so please reach out to me or anyone on the board if you are

interested to help us.

Finally, I would like to Thank You for your membership and look forward to

your contributions to make our division stronger.

At your service,

Vipul

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com

Do you have questions about MPD Membership?

Please email Ed Fewkes

fewkesej@corning.com



Suneel Bandi, Evonik

• Technical Programming & Communications 
Committees

Victoria Nawaby, Patina Solutions

• Education Committee Co-Chair

Anil Mahapatro, Wichita State 
University

• Technical Programming & Awards 
Committees

2018-2019  MPD Board Appointments (1-year terms)
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Michael Wallick, Invibio

• Awards Committee Co-Chair

Bhavin Shah, Tepha

• Member

Why not you?

• Member

Why not your colleague?

• Member

Looking for volunteers

• Member

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2019
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Are you interested in running for the upcoming election?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com



Ravishankar Ayyar, Eli Lilly and 
Company

• Membership co-chair & Awards co-chair

Ed Fewkes, Corning

• Membership co-chair

Ajay Padsalgikar, DSM

• ANTEC 2019 Technical Program 
Committee

Louis Somlai, Eli Lilly and 
Company

• Communications Chair; Newsletter Editor

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2020
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Ali Ashter, Getinge Group

• Vice Chair; Treasurer / Finance Committee

Margie Hanna, Czuba Enterprises

• Member - Finance Committee

Ned LeMaster, DuPont

• Secretary; Technical Program – Webinars

Maureen Reitman, Exponent

• Member – Technical Program Committee & 
Awards Committee

Amin Sedighiamiri, Eli Lilly & 
Company

• ANTEC 2019 Technical Program Committee

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2021

6

MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Vipul Davé, Johnson & Johnson

• Division Chair

Pierre Moulinié, Covestro

• Past Chair

Len Czuba, Czuba Enterprises

• Councilor

Kathy Schacht, SPE

• SPE Liaison
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com
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MEDICAL PLASTICS DIVISION COMMITTEES

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com

Division Chair

Vipul Davé (‘19)

Vice-Chair

Ali Ashter (‘21)

• Education Committee Oversight

• Membership Committee 

Oversight

Past Chair

Pierre Moulinié

• Awards Committee 

Oversight

• Assistant Treasurer

• Nominating Committee

Technical Committee

Director: Vipul Dave (’19)
• ANTEC ‘19 co-TPCs :  

• Ajay Padsalgikar (’20); Amin 

Sedighiamiri (‘21)

• Webinars Lead: Ned LeMaster (‘21)

• Members: Maureen Reitman (‘21);

• Suneel Bandi (‘19); Anil Mahapatro

(‘19)

Secretary

Ned LeMaster (’21)

Councilor

Len Czuba (’21)

Education Committee

• Co-Chair: Pierre Moulinié

• Co-Chair: Victoria Nawaby (‘19)

Communications 

Committee

Chair:  Louis Somlai (’20)

• Newsletter: Louis Somlai (‘20) 

• Marketing and Outreach: 

Suneel Bandi (‘19) 

• Historian: Vacant

Membership Committee

• Co-Chair: Ed Fewkes (’20)

• Co-Chair: Ravi Ayyar (‘20) 

• Members: Suneel Bandi 

(‘19)

Awards Committee

• Co-Chair: Michael Wallick (’19)

• Co-chair:  Ravishankar Ayyar  

(’20)

• Member: Anil Mahapatro (‘19)

Finance Committee

Chair:  Bhavin Shah (’19)

• Treasurer: Ali Ashter (’21)

• MPD Chair: Vipul Davé (‘19)

• Ass’t Treasurer: Pierre Moulinié

• Members: Margie Hanna (’21);

• Michael Teahan 



Greetings fellow MPD Members!

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter! I

appreciate your efforts to help me improve this

communication tool; again please keep the feedback

coming my way: somlai_louis@lilly.com

ANTEC2019 is just around the corner, which means time for elections!

An email notice to the MPD membership will be coming out in the next

few weeks. Serving on the BOD is a volunteer position and requires you

to attend monthly meetings, committee service, and attending our

annual MPD face to face board of directors meeting at ANTEC. SPE

MPD members in good standing can submit their interest in running for

open board of director positions by reaching out directly to me

(somlai_louis@lilly.com).

In an attempt to increase our social media bandwidth and outreach to

our members, the MPD Communications Team has acquired the

#SPEMPD twitter handle. If you are an active or even occasional twitter

user: please check us out and connect with us! On our twitter feed you’ll

find some of the latest articles on medical plastics science and

engineering as well as SPE and MPD events being promoted. Please

check us out!

Finally, a big thank you to PolyOne Corporation and Eastman Chemical

for their sponsorship in 2018. We continue to seek firms interested in

advertising in our newsletter. Your board has recognized the need to

increase fundraising for the division so we have renewed our efforts

towards this funding avenue and sponsorship. If you are aware of a firm

or organization that would benefit from advertising in our newsletter

please let them and me know.

Best regards,

Louis

GREETINGS FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Newsletter Suggestions? Want to Advertise?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com 9

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

mailto:somlai_louis@lilly.com
mailto:somlai_louis@lilly.com


Sponsors…

We are seeking Sponsor Display Ads for our Award-winning Division

Newsletter! To show your support of the Society of Plastics Engineers

and in particular, the Medical Plastics Division, please consider taking

part in this important communication support effort.

Sizes Available (Full year amount, i.e. 3 issues)

Full page $1,250

Half page $750

Quarter page $400

Eighth page $250

LISTED ADVERTISING PRICES REPRESENT A 50% DISCOUNT

IN EFFECT UNTIL FEBRUARY 15, 2019 

ACT NOW!!!

The newsletter, as scheduled, is prepared and circulated three times

per year (plus the occasional 4th or bonus issue). Every Medical

Plastics Division member receives a copy emailed directly to their

listed address. Additional copies are also circulated (via the Chain) in

our continuing effort to reach new and prospective members and other

interested individuals.

To show your support please contact Louis Somlai at 317.209.4719

(email: somlai_louis@lilly.com).

Thank-you for your support!
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MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORSHIPS
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Want to Advertise?
Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com

MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
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Want to Advertise?
Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com

MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
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Medical Plastics Division Councilor 4Q2018 Report

Dear Friends,

As we turn the calendar from 2018 to 2019, I hope

that you have had a wonderful holiday season and

we wish you a very good 2019!

The news from Council meetings are that SPE continues to struggle

financially and are hoping that by continuing the membership growth

seen these last several years, we can close the gap between income

and expenses. We are making progress but we need good programs

and new members!

Two meaningful areas of interest to all our members is the new webinar

program being offered to our industry. A wide variety of topics are being

presented in a one-hour format with a reasonable fee being charged to

non-SPE members while most are free to members. Check out details

of these SPE webinars on the Chain! You can even hear the recording

of a recent webinar by our division chairman, Vipul Davé: “Materials for

Medical Applications”.

The other big effort is the planning for ANTEC 2019 in Detroit in March

(17 – 21). There is significant planning going into the ANTEC 2019

technical program as well as all the extra surrounding activities:

Opening reception, Student poster session, Plenary speaker

presentations, various Social events, Networking parties and many

opportunities to meet new friends.

COUNCILOR’S REPORT

Continued on the next page…
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The Medical Plastics Division TPC has been planning another great

technical program at ANTEC and hope you can come attend our

sessions, both on Monday. See session details in the preliminary

“Inspire” program available online at SPE’s website. Check it out! But

also plan to take in some of the New Technology Forum as well

throughout the week.

Finally, SPE Councilors will be having our annual elections for offices of

the Society in late January and early February. The nominations are

almost complete and the elections will be held all by online voting. One

note of interest: Our own board member Ali Ashter is on the ballot for

Vice President of Events! Good luck Ali!

Have a great kick off to the new year and I look forward to seeing you at

the upcoming MiniTec in Anaheim on 04Feb18 and / or at ANTEC in

Detroit in March!

Best regards,

Len Czuba

MPD Councilor

Past SPE President (2005 – 2006)

Distinguished, Honored Service, Fellow of SPE

COUNCILOR’S REPORT

Do you have questions about MPD Membership?

Please email Ed Fewkes

fewkesej@corning.com

Continued from the previous page…



Do you have questions about the Treasurer Report?

Please email Ali Ashter

ashter2000@gmail.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT

TREASURER’S REPORT – Ali Ashter

Last Updated January 7, 2019
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The Medical Plastics Division is pleased to announce the success of its

second webinar of the 2018 calendar year. A total of 93 participants, out of

199 registrants, were in attendance on December 13th, 2018.

A big thank you to the webinar speaker, and our own chair, Vipul Davé for

his excellent presentation on Materials for Medical Applications. Thank you

also to Louis Somlai and Ravi Ayyar for supporting as moderators.

Don’t worry, if you missed Vipul’s presentation or were unable to attend, the

webinar can be found in the SPE Library or by following the link provided

here: https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=4443

The Medical Plastics Division and Webinar Team plans to host a series of

webinars during 2019, with a goal of at least three to four. Tentative timing

for the next Webinar is February after MiniTec ’19. Some of the topics in

consideration include: Advances in Medical Tubing Materials, Drug Delivery

and Implantable Materials, Materials for Excipient Release, Relevant

Changes in Regulatory Directives, Biodegradable & Resorbable Polymers in

Med Device, Best Practices for Introduction of New Polymers in Med

Device, Speed to Market through Improved Development, and Advances in

Friction Reducing Materials. We are even considering a series on project

management.

We welcome your interest to participate, as well as suggestions for topics

and/or speakers. Please contact Pierre Moulinié

(pierre.moulinie@covestro.com), Victoria Nawaby (nawabyv@hotmail.com),

or Ned LeMaster (ned.e.lemaster@dupont.com) with any suggestions.

SPE MPD WEBINARS

https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=4443
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CALL FOR ELECTIONS – MPD BOD

Are you interested in running for the upcoming election?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com

ANTEC2019 is just around the corner, which means time for

elections! An email notice to the MPD membership will be coming

out in the next few weeks.

Serving on the BOD is a volunteer position and requires your

attendance at monthly teleconferences / meetings, committee

service, and attending our annual MPD face to face board of

directors meeting at ANTEC.

SPE MPD members in good standing can submit their interest in

running for open board of director positions by reaching out directly

to me (somlai_louis@lilly.com).

mailto:somlai_louis@lilly.com
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2018 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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2018 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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2018 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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2018 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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2018 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

SPE Gold Pinnacle Award 2018:

The MPD was awarded at SPE Gold Pinnacle Award for 2018.

Represented left  right: Margie Hanna, Maureen Reitman,

Ravishankar Ayyar, Vipul Davé, Brian Grady, Amin Sedighiamiri, and

Louis Somlai
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Check out what you missed…

COMPAMED 2018

COMPAMED Nov 12-15 2018 - The Medical Plastics Conference in

Duesseldorf, Germany. Suneel Bandi with colleagues (top left);

Symposium on medical sensors (right top); 3d printed medical

possibilities at Formnext, 2018 (bottom left and right)
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Check out what you missed…

MPO SUMMIT 2018

October 2018 MPO Summit: a panel discussion on part process

development and validation for multiple machines for medical device

manufacturing.

From Left to Right: Scott Sully (Terumo Cardiovascular Group), Greg

Lusardi (Becton Dickinso), Guthrie Gordon (Nypro), Maureen

Reitman – moderator (Exponent), Matt Therrien – organizer (RJG

Inc.), Rodney Brown (Eli Lilly and Company), and Paul Robinson

(QSCS).
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A one day conference where industry leaders and experts will discuss 

the latest developments in the area of medical plastics. 

 

This MiniTec will be held the Monday, February 4th – the day before the opening of 

the 2019 MD&M West Expo & Conference in the shadow of the Anaheim 

Convention Center. 

 

At least ten Speakers will present in two sessions covering the latest technology in 

Medical Device Materials and Processing. Session breakdown is as follows: 

 

 Morning Session: Future Polymer Materials Technology  

 Afternoon Session: Design & Advanced Processing Technology  

 

Benefits of attendance include: 

 Education and exposure to the latest technology in Med Device Design and 

Processing provided by industry leaders and experts. 

 Access to all papers and presentations post show. 

 Networking opportunities with peers and colleagues from Med Device OEM, 

Part Designers, Plastic Engineers, Material Suppliers, Machine and Equipment 

Suppliers, and more. 

 Convenience of location and timing to large Med Device Trade Show. 

 Enjoyment of California’s climate in early February! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Ned LeMaster Ashley Spittle

+1 608.402.3268 +1 562.217.1377

ned.e.lemaster@dupont.com aspittle@ethorn.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Ned LeMaster Ashley Spittle

+1 608.402.3268 +1 562.217.1377

ned.e.lemaster@dupont.com aspittle@ethorn.com
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2019 SPE MPD MINITEC PRELIMINARY SPEAKER PROFILES

UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

2019 SPE MPD MINITEC PRELIMINARY SPEAKER PROFILES
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UPCOMING EVENTS

2019 SPE MPD MINITEC PRELIMINARY SPEAKER PROFILES
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Submission deadline has passed 

speaker submissions now being

accepted for ANTEC 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS

October 19, 2018

Submission deadline has passed 

speaker submissions now being

accepted for ANTEC 2020


