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Division News

Chairman’s Message

New PMAD Officers for
2014-15

PMAD board of directors held an election in April and the
following volunteers have been elected for the positions
announced. PMAD congratulates and thanks them for their
continued support of our Division.

Ms. Kim Crane as PMAD Chair

Dr. Ray Pearson as PMAD Chair-elect

Dr. Richard (Dick) Grossman as PMAD Treasurer

David Schultz as PMAD Secretary

Dr. Baris Yalcin Technical Program Chair

Dr. Saied Kochesfahani, Past President/Membership
Committee Chair

Dr. Ashok Adur as Communication Committee Chair and
Newsletter Editor

Dr. Thoi Ho as PMAD Councilor to SPE

Ms. Bridgette Budhlall as Education & PMAD Challenge
Committee Chair

Other directors elected were:

Frank Cangelosi, Ronald Becker, Joseph Fay

Hayder Zahalka, David Riley, Kasinath Nayak

Tie Lan, Tariqg Oweimreen, Wei Zhao and Ernie Coleman.

PMAD /Vinyl Division Wine
and Cheese Reception at
ANTEC

PMAD held a joint reception with Vinyl Division and
Engineering Properties and Structure Division (EPSDIV) at
ANTEC on Tuesday April 29 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. The
reception was held at the Rio Suites Hotel, Las Vegas, NV
and was well attended. This reception is always a good
opportunity to network with peers, meet board members
and-communicate your views and interests.

During the reception, PMAD introduced our new officers,
PMAD challenge winners, and special recognition award
winners.New Chair and Officers were introduced by the
outgoing Chairman, Saied Kochesfahani. Ray Pearson
announced the PMAD Challenge Award Winners. Special
Recognition Award Winners were given their certificates and
cash awards by Kim Crane, incoming Chairperson and Dr.
Thoi Ho while the Polyolefin PMAD Scholarships were given
to the winners by Dr. Ho.
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Congratulations to Al Whitney,
100 and going strong

Our PMAD member Al Whitney was 100 years old on August
8th. While sitting with Al at an ANTEC awards dinner a few
years ago, he confided that he is related to Eli Whitney,
inventor of the cotton gin! Al is still an active member of the
Society and we could not be more grateful for his dedication
and service.  Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns, All
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Can be found on PMAD page on SPE website at:
http:/ /www.4spe.org/technical-groups/newsletters

Several months ago, a very dear friend of mine, Dr. Richard
Grossman, was kind enough to send me the very first volume of the
Polymer Modifiers and Additives Division Newsletter.
It announced that our division had been formally

| am very excited about our plans for the next two years. We
will continue our participation in ANTEC and the Polyolefins
RETEC in Houston, and we are looking for other ways
to effectively exchange information and fulfill our

chartered at ANTEC in 1984. So 2014 marks our 30th
year as a division of SPE. Happy 30th birthday PMAD!
When | think how our industry has progressed and
changed over the last 30 years, I'm amazed. But
thankfully there are some things that remain the
same. The people I've come to know through PMAD,
and the relationships I've been fortunate enough to
build through my participation in Division activities are
to my mind the very best part of being a member.

purpose. The PMAD Challenge is in progress and we
look forward to honoring our winners again at ANTEC.
This year, our Communications Committee is working
to activate and improve our LinkedIn page. This is a
critical step so we can take advantage of social media
outlets. We invite all our members to please “link us in.”
It is an honor and a privilege to serve this term as
Chairman of the Division. PMAD appreciates the
support of all its members and we invite you to

What a wealth of collective knowledge and wisdom is

available to us all. We need only take the opportunity

to become involved and get to know our fellow PMAD members.
Our purpose as a Division has not changed much. In the
Chairman’s message of that first newsletter, Guy Martinelli
stated that PMAD’s scope was “To stimulate and encourage
a continuing interchange of information primarily relating to
the role(s) of modifying agents and additives in polymeric
compositions.” That continues to be our primary focus
today. How we accomplish that goal and foster better
communication within our membership may need updating
as the years go by, but our purpose remains the same.

get involved and make connections that will endure
throughout your working life and perhaps beyond.
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PMAD Chair

PMAD OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair — Kim Crane, kim.crane@boral.com

Chair-elect — Ray Pearson, rpo2@lehigh.edu

Past Chair / Membership Chair — Saied Kochesfahani,
saied.kochesfahani@imerys.com

Councilor — Thoi Ho, thoi.ho@sbcglobal.net

Secretary — David Schultz, schulizd @harwickstandard.com
Treasurer — Dick Grossman, groley@verizon.net

Technical Program Chair — Baris Yalcin, byalcin2@mmm.com

Director — Ron Becker, ron.becker@verizon.net
Director — Frank Cangelosi, fcangelosi@unimin.com
Director — Ernie Coleman, eccpt@aol.com

Director — David Riley, drdavidwriley@msn.com
Director — Joseph Fay, joseph.fay@basf.com
Director — Tie Lan, tie.lan@nanocor.com

Director — Kasinath (Kas) Nayalk,
Kasinath.Nayak@siigroup.com
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2014 International Polyolefins Conference

Report by Dr. Thoi Ho

PMAD Challenge 2015

The 2014 International Polyolefins Conference was very
successful with about 690 attendees. Attendance was up about
10%, which beat the record for attendance held for 16 years.
PMAD sponsored the Polyolefins Material Science and
Applications tutorials and 3 technical sessions on polyolefin
stabilization and modifications. The tutorial sessions were
very well attended with over 140 attendees. The feedback
from the attendees on the quality of the presentations and
the relevance of the topics was excellent. The tutorial sessions
were video recorded and posted on the conference website.
There werel4 leading additives suppliers worldwide who
contributed papers and shared their latest developments of
products and technologies in three PMAD technical sessions.

PMAD also awarded two scholarships as a means to
encourage students interested in polymer additives and
modifier sciences. The scholarship winners are Melissa Hawkins
and Peng Li, both PhD candidates from Texas A&M University.

Thoi Ho (right) and Melissa Hawkins (left)
We would like to thank Rajen Patel (Dow Chemical), Jeanine
Smith (LyondellBasell), Pierre Donaldson (Flint Hills Resources),
Sudhin Data (Exxon Mobile Chemical), and Seema Karande (Dow
Chemical) who served as tutorial speakers, Rick King (BASF) and
J. Osby (Dow Chemical) for moderating the technical sessions.
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The PMAD CHALLENGE is a technical writing competition
designed to encourage student members to participate in
SPE activities as well as to promote scientific and engineering
knowledge relating to plastics. Monetary prizes will be
awarded to the winners (both undergraduate and graduate
students) of the competition who demonstrate excellence
in technical writing and scientific creativity. The PMAD
Challenge is sponsored by the Polymer Modifiers and
Additives Division (PMAD) of the Society of Plastics Engineers.

Awards: There will be three graduate student awards ($2,000
for 1st Place, $1,000 for 2nd Place, and $500 for 3rd Place) and
three undergraduate awards ($2,000 for 1st Place, $1,000 for
2nd Place, and $500 for 3rd Place). If a winning undergraduate
student wants to carry on the proposed research, an additional
award of $1000 will be granted to support the research.

Website: Will be activated soon.

Deadline: The complete write up must be completed and
received by email by midnight, Monday, January 19, 2015.
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PMAD Councilor Report October 2014 Membership Report

Dr. Thoi Ho By Kim Crane

Minutes of the SPE Council Meefing resources and expertise that SPE has to offer. Our membership levels have remained fairly

Meeting was called to order at 1:10 PM EST 2. Thoi Ho: Requested that the meeting presentation be sent stable this year with some improvement over

Brian Landes presented on the following topics out to everyone after the meeting. last year’s figures. My report from January

(Meeting Agenda) 3. Mark Corbett: Might prefer a 3 meeting structure where of 2013 listed 620 active members. We
both the Divisions and Sections have their own short meeting assumed there were problems with the data

1. Call to Order / Opening remarks (Brian, 5 min) (to take care of their specific responsibilities) and then have at that time and some of our membership

2. Discuss: combined meeting at council (All, 5 min). a combined meeting to discuss common goals and objectives. was not being counted.

3. Recommend: candidates for Vice President (Divisions, 5 min) This might serve to better unify the society.

4. Communicate (Brian, 10 min): 4. Mark Berard: Volunteered to be involved in Plastics 101. Visit Us on LinkedIn®

*D35 — Mold Making and Mold Design Division name and Will present this need to Vinyl Division and see if others are By Jim Botkin, Past-Chair and PMAD LinkedIn

logo change interested in participating as well. Group Moderator

*Applied Rheology SIG Petition to Move to Division-in- 5. Ron Markovich: There are unique activities and goals to

Formation the Divisions and Sections which might make combine meetings The PMAD LinkedIn® Group provides a forum

*SIG Petition — Reaction Injection Molding Technology more challenging. for our members and other professionals

5. Opportunities to partner with the Next Gen Advisory Board 6. Jack Hill: Wanted to know how many were involved in the working in the field of polymer modifiers and

(Brian / All, 30 min). NGAB. additives to gather, network, discuss, and

6. Closing comments / Adjourn (All, 5 min) 7. Jamie Gomez: Answered Jack Hill's question stating that collaborate. We will also feature updates on
since the formation of NGAB less than 2 years ago it has upcoming conferences and events, our PMAD

The following were comments after the presentation: gone from 4 active members to 15. Challenge student initiative, job postings,

1. Paul Browitt: Need to make existing Sections and 8. Ron Markovich: Wanted to know the level of Student and our latest newsletter. Please visit our

Divisions stronger. Need to help student sections, especially Activities Committee cooperation with university staff and group at http://www.linkedin.com /groups/

in fundraising. Membership (especially international) wants industry. Polymer-Modifiers-Additives-Division-

to know more about getting involved and plugged in to the PMAD-3306225/about.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:00 PM EST.
Note: LinkedIn® is a trademark of LinkedIn
Corp.
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